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Society of Jesus, at Rome.

(May 26, 1614.)

(Copied by Father Felix Martin, from the original Latin
Ppreserved in the Archives of the Gesit at Rome.)

ERY REVEREND FATHER IN CHRIST,
The peace of Christ be with you.

Both affection and duty urge me, fresh from

such multiplied and mighty perils, from which I
have been rescued by the surpassing favor of the
Lord and by the prayers of your Paternity, to send
you my greetings; and, in so far as it is possible, I
throw myself at your knees and embrace you, as-
suredly with the utmost gratitude and devotion.
And, indeed, I am bound, as it were, to contemplate
myself, both to do penance, as I hope, and to express
my gratitude; so great are the perils out of which I
now marvel to see myself delivered. But, as it may
at this time [2] be wearisome to weave a long story
of all these things, and as it is probable that Your
Paternity has already learned many of them from
Father Enemond Massé, I shall pass over all the rest,
and confine myself for the present to this one matter:
in what manner, after our violent capture by the
English in New France, we were taken from place
to place, and at last restored to this our native land.
There were, as Your Paternity knows, only four
3] of our society in New France in the last year,



